
Instructions for Readers at Funeral Masses 
Words of Remembrance 

 
 
 
Words of Remembrance Guidelines 

 
Though the funeral rites focus on the new life of the person who has died, a family member often 
wishes to offer a reflection on the person’s life. This is most appropriately done at the funeral home 
during the vigil service. If, for some reason, the family needs to offer this reflection during the Mass of 
Christian Burial, we ask that the following guidelines be observed: 

• Words of Remembrance do not attempt to give a biography of the person’s life but shares some 
insight into the faith and values of the deceased as seen in one or two examples of his/her life. 

• Words of remembrance are given by one family member or family friend who can speak without 
adding to the grief of those in attendance by being overly emotional. 

• Words of Remembrance are limited to 2-3 minutes. 
 
 

A Model for Words of Remembrance 
 
 
If I were to choose a few words to characterize my mother as I remember her, “selfless”, 
“compassionate”, and “gracious” would most aptly apply.  In addition to being a faithful and loving wife 
and mother, she patiently, gently, and lovingly cared for her own mother, our grandmother, who lived 
with us for the last fifteen years of her life after suffering a serious stroke.  I never heard my mother 
speak a word of complaint about the day-to-day nursing care that my mother offered, nor the 
limitations that it put on her own life.  My mother taught me, not only in words, but more through her 
actions that patience, selflessness, and compassion are the true qualities of a devoted mother and 
daughter. 
 
My mother was a woman of gracious hospitality who regularly and warmly welcomed family, friends, 
and neighbors into our home.  My mother would respond immediately whenever a neighbor was in 
need.  If there was a death in someone’s family, or if a neighbor became ill, she was there to offer 
comfort, or to prepare and deliver a meal.  As children, we quickly learned from her that it was not our 
place to judge or be critical of other people, but to always look for the positive qualities in another 
person. 
 
Her parish family was also very important to her.  Mom was actively involved in the Altar and Rosary 
Society at Blessed Sacrament Church.  While we were in school there, she participated in many school 
and church functions through the years.  She considered her friends in our parish community as part of 
our extended family.  Our hearts are filled with gratitude that God blessed us with such a wonderful 
wife, mother, friend, and woman of faith! 

 
 
 



 
General 
 

• Sit at the end of the pew to get out easily when it is time to do your reading.  When 
walking up to the lectern, walk slowly and do not walk across the front of the sanctuary 
(the marble surface – walk around the sanctuary remaining on the carpeting until you 
reach the lectern.  Adjust the microphone to be level with your mouth. 

• Speak slowly and clearly with the microphone approximately six inches from your 
mouth – if you hear “popping” when pronouncing words with p’s in them, back away 
from the microphone a few inches. 

• Remain at the lectern for a second or two after concluding – walk slowly back to your 
seat, again along the carpet. 

• Announcements and Words of Remembrance are to be given from the lectern used by 
the cantor on the opposite side of the altar from the lectern where the Readings and 
Gospel are done. 

 
 
 
Delivering Words of Remembrance 
 

• Following the prayer after communion, the priest will sit down on the presider’s chair 
behind the altar.  At that time, proceed to the lectern on the right side of the altar (the 
one used by the cantor during the Mass).  The priest will likely invite the speaker to 
come forward, but he may not. 

• There will not be a copy of the Words of Remembrance at the lectern.  The reader will 
have to carry their copy with them. 

• Deliver the Words of Remembrance in the manner in accordance with the guidelines for 
Words of Remembrance. 

• Return slowly to your seat and be seated – walking back along the carpet, not in the 
sanctuary (on the marble floor). 
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